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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, MARR, MOPS, PEPR, PGOV, UNSC, IS, LE, XE 
SUBJECT: SIILASVUO ON UNIFIL 


REF: (A) STATE 83820, (B) STATE 83982, (C) DAMASCUS 1788 

SUMMARY: SIILASVUO'S MOOD MUCH IMPROVED. OUR PROMPT 
RESPONSE TO HIS REQUESTS , ARRIVAL OF NORWEGIANS, AND CURRENT 
CALM ON THE GROUND HAVE ALL HAD POSITIVE EEFECT. HE WAS 
MOST APPRECIATIVE OF BRIEFING ON OUR MARCH 30 CONVER- 
SATION WITH ASSAD AND IS WILLING TO RETURN TO DAMASCUS 
WHEN HE HAS SOMETHING DEFINITE CONCERNING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 
END SUMMARY 


1. HAD GOOD TALK WITH SIILASVUO A.M. APRIL 1. HE WAS 
CLEARLY GRATIFIED AT OUR PROMPT RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST 
FOR SUPPORT ON ADDITIONAL FRENCH AND NORWEGIAN TROOPS, 
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ACCELERATION OF NEPALESE ARRIVAL, AND WILLINGNESS SUPPORT 
APPROACHES TO NEW PROSPECTIVE CONTRIBUTORS. 


2. ARRIVAL OF NORWEGIANS HAS HAD BENEEICIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 
EFFECT. 61 NORWEGIANS ARE ALREADY IN THE AREA AND THE 
MAIN BODY OF 315 IS ARRIVING TODAY TO BE FOLLOWED BY 
FURTHER 45. HE WILL MOVE THEM PROMPTLY THROUGH METULLA/ 
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MARJAYOUN IN THE DIRECTION OF THE PRESENT SWEDISH UNITS 
IN THE VICINITY OF THE KHARDALA BRIDGE. ASAP SWEDES 
WILL THEN BE REPOSITIONED IN THE CENTER. 

3. SITUATION ON THE GROUND. AS OF 0900 LOCAL APRIL I, 

SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON WAS CALM, INCLUDING TYRE AREA. 
SIILASVUO CONFIDED THERE HAD BEEN SPORADIC FIRE AT UNIFIL 
BARRACKS BY UNDISCIPLINED PALSETINIAN ELEMENTS IN TYRE 
BUT THIS SEEMS TO HAVE CEASED FOR THE TIME BEING. 

4. 1 BRIEFED SIILASVUO FULLY ON AMBASSADOR'S MURPHY'S 
MARCH 30 TALK WITH ASSAD. HE FULLY SHARES OUR ASSESSMENT 
OF THIS CONVERSATION (PARA THREE, STATE 83982), AND IS NOT 
DISCOURAGED. (KHADDAM HAD BEEN MUCH MORE NEGATIVE TO HIM ON 
ADF ADVANCE TO LITANI.) SIILASVUO FOUND AMBASSADOR MURPHY'S 
PHRASEOLOGY CONCERNING OUR HOPE SYRIA WOULD THINK ABOUT 
RESTORING STABILITY TO THE "NO MAN'S LAND " BETWEEN THE 
ZAHRANI AND THE LITANI TO BE ESPECIALLY FELICITOUS. HE 
PICKED UP IMMEDIATELY ASSAD'S COMMENT ABOUT THE APPLICATION 
OF THE EXISTING AGREEMENTS BETWEEN GOL AND THE PALESTINIANS. 
SIILASVUO SAID SOMEONE HAD REMARKED THAT UNDER THE 
SHTAURA AGREEMENT, PALESTININAS SHOULD NOT BE IN TYRE. 

IN REPLY TO HIS QUERY, I SAID THIS POST DID NOT HAVE A 

COPY OF THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE SHTAURA AGREEMENT 

BUT I WOULD REQUEST THEM FROM THE DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY. 

I ALSO PROMISED TO SHARE OUR ANALYSIS OF THE CAIRO AND 
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THE SHTAURA AGREEMENTS WHEN PREPARED (PARA TWO, STATE 
83982). 

5. TYRE. ON ASSAD'S PROFESSED IGNORANCE OF TYRE, 

SIILASVUO WONDERED IF KHADDAM HAD BRIEFED HIM FULLY ON 
HIS MARCH 25 PRESENTATION. I CALLED ATTENTION TO USE 

OF "PROFESSED". SIILASVUO SEEMED TO ACCEPT PHILOSOPHICALLY 
ASSAD'S OBSERVATION HE ASSUMED THE UN COULD WORK OUT AN 
UNDERSTANDING WITH THE PALESTINIANS IN TYRE. 

6. WHEN I MENTIONED A POSSIBLE RETURN TRIP TO DAMASCUS, 
SIILASVUO INDICATED HE WAS FULLY PREPARED TO DO SO JUST 
AS SOON AS HE HAD SOMETHING DEFINITE IN THE WAY OF AN 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL SCHEDULE. 

7. SIILASVUO WAS ALSO PLEASED TO HEAR WE WOULD BE PRESS- 
ING ISRAELIS ON A TENATIVE WITHDRAWAL SCHEDULE. IN HIS 
PREVIOUS MEETING WITH GUR, LATTER HAD REMARKED "WITHDRAWAL 
IS NOT AS FAST AS I HAD HOPED. " HE PARTICUARLY WELCOMED 
GUR'S MARCH 31 INTERVIEW IN THE "JERUSALEM POST" TO THE 
EFFECT PLO WOULD HAVE TO BE A PARTY TO A SOUTH LEBANON 
SETTLEMENT IN ADDITION TO POSSIBLE SYRIAN MOVE TO LITANI. 
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8. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT'S PROMPT POSITIVE REPLY TO 
SIILASVUO'S REQUEST HAS OBVIOUSLY HAD A SALUTARY EEEECT. 
HE IS ALSO MOST APPRECIATIVE OE OUR VIGOROUS CONTINUING 
EEEORTS WITH BOUTROS, SARKIS AND KHOURY. REQUEST 
DEPARTMENT SEND US TEXT OE SHTAURA AGREEMENT ASAP. 

9. DEPARTMENT REPEAT OTHER ADDRESSEES AS DESIRED. 
NEWLIN 
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